•Approved For Release' 2004/04/0 1 


81 M00980R00Z8pjK)30021 -6 


* v. 


25X 


>7 . _v -v. . ■ * - . • • . ; v< . 

. - 777-v :77^7l77S77^ f ]?* . , : ■ 

Tito Hocorablo It Al AborsfeUo* • • ■ - •• * '• .. . 

CcrruaJaslcocr* Federal Supply Scrvic® * 

General Services ACi-aialatradicia , . * • 
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■ V- * * Tbo Central la* alii gee -a Agency baa Icarcsd tha t Csneral Services 

A&nlaiatmiic-n has undo? ccr.citforatlco 3 proposal to establish a sinrl® 
Xf-irarda contract fa? security cabinaia t> rcylaco tha multiple awards 
contract sew in offset* • 

Ao vo mado V. 3 sera previously, through our representative ca iho 
lutoras^^y Advisory Commit to a on Security Equipment, Ciio Agency ia 
opposed to alngla source awards In the vital field of security caHcota. 

It la cur ft sling that much of li.3 progress v.hlcb Hi a beca mod© over the 
past ecrarat years la the development cf better security csblneto »a 
directly Attributable to iha prone;* t practice cf multiple awards contracts. 
Fur tbs r, the limiting cf supply availability to a oinria souxco could result 
ba the fcca-avalJablliiy cl secuiity container a for an Indefinite perlcd» if 
fho rr . &aaf & c tariog capability of She circle scarce waa interrupted for any 
r caeca. This, of course* vrouJL& hav© ca cdrorco effect cn tho security 
prc»sraeo of Ibis Agency. • * . . ^ ■ ,. 

... ' " J ■■■■■■■■ /,. V s : • v- 7 •' ‘ •"* 

ta vle’«y cf ths ccCarity consldcretioos Involved* it would ba rs« 
assuring to Iri's that tho laultiplo cantrect avrerdo for security cabinets 
vlll re main fa effect co that the C'tnclsa c*£ tbo Covrrftrucnt, involved in the 
haiCUr.j cf cdasitlva cccviclty infea-matien, will be aspired of the continued 
availability cf eactariiy cabinets of tha highest ^sality and security. 
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Ho?r3ri F* Caborn 
Director of Security 
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STATEMENT BY 


CIA, SAFE TECHNICIAN 



Sometime in September 1969, Central Depot received approxi- 
mately 130 Hillside Class' VI filing cabinets. It is my responsi- 
bility to inspect these units before putting them in stock for 
subsequent issue. Upon my inspecting a number of these units, I 
determined that a lot of them were very shoddy in construction: 
locks were loose; there were sharp edges on the drawers and 
cabinet structures; many sharp edges on weldments; and the metal 
cover latch scraped the latch hole and developed jagged metal 
burrs. It was also noted that these cabinets did not meet the 
specifications of AA-F-358e Int. Specifically, I took exception 
to the fact that it was possible to secure the lock drawer with 
any other drawer open three inches or less from the fully closed 
position. Also, drawer pulls were loose, latches were not in- 
stalled properly, and the drawer metal covers were in a partially 
open condition when the drawer began its opening cycle prior to 
depressing of the latch. 

Since all of the aforementioned problems were of major con- 
cern, it was apparent that I had to have help from the Office of 
Security, Technical Branch (OS/TB) . | ~| STAT 

of the OS/TB inspected some of the Class VI cabinets at the depot 
and agreed that action must be taken by our Agency to get GSA to 
take back all of the 130 units and return them to Hillside Metal 
Products for repair, etc. Through the remainder of 1969 and 
early 1970, various efforts were made to correct the problem with 
Hillside. Sometime in early 1970 the Safemasters Company was 
contracted by Hillside to correct deficiencies we had cited. 

Safemasters Company only repaired and tried to correct those 
deficiencies that GSA instructed them to, and this left many 
- faults~uncorrected. After inspecting the repairs made by the 
Safemasters Company, I was still not satisfied that the cabinets 
would stand up ‘ under field operating conditions and so informed 
Mr. Brown, Quality Control GSA representative through their Unit 
at Crystal City in Arlington, Va. I was told that the repairs 
made by Safemasters Company were all of the repairs that were 
going to be made, and that everyone else; DOD, Navy, Army, etc. 
were accepting the cabinets (as modified) . I still insisted 
that they were inferior in construction and would not meet our 
requirements. Furthermore, I learned it was practically impos- 
sible to procure any spare parts for these units. Since our 
Procurement Division told me that the Agency was going to accept 
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